
DMITRY  BIVOL  vs.  SAMUEL
CLARKSON  SHOBOX:  THE  NEW
GENERATION  FINAL  WEIGHTS,
QUOTES  &  PHOTOS  FOR
TRIPLEHEADER TOMORROW LIVE ON
SHOWTIME®
Dmitry Bivol 174.6 – Samuel Clarkson 173.4
(WBA Interim Light Heavyweight title)
Malik Hawkins 146 – Carlos Soto 148.2
Glenn Dezurn 120.8 – Leroy Davila 119.8
Joey Dawejko 234.2 – Rodney Hernandez 262.4
Travis Reeves 173.4 – Taneal Goyco (Will weigh in tonight)
Ruben Villa 128 – Luis Diaz 129
Michael Dutchover & Edner Amaro will weigh in tomorrow
Hasim Rahman, Jr. 234.4 – Ralph Alexander 239.6
Sergey Kuzmin 246 – Keenan Hickman 142.4
Justin Hurd and opponent will weigh in tomorrow

Promoters: Banner Promotions, Greg Cohen Promotions, World of
Boxing and Uprising Promotions
Venue: MGM National Harbor
1st Bell: 7:15 PM ET (Doors open at 7)
TV: ShoBox: The New Generation on Showtime 10 PM ET/PT

OXON HILL, MD. (April 13, 2017) – Undefeated WBA Interim Light
Heavyweight  Titlist  Dmitry  Bivol  and  streaking  challenger
Samuel Clarkson made weight on Thursday for their 12-round
main event tomorrow/Friday on ShoBox: The New Generation live
on SHOWTIME® (10p.m. ET/PT) from MGM National Harbor in Oxon
Hill, Maryland.

The fast-rising Bivol (9-0, 7 KOs) earned his interim belt in
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just his seventh professional fight while Clarkson (19-3, 12
KO’s)  enters  Friday’s  main  event  on  a  nine  fight  winning
streak.

Undefeated welterweight prospects Malik Hawkins (10-0, 7 KOs)
and Carlos Soto (13-0-2, 7 KOs) meet in the eight-round co-
feature. Hawkins, a Baltimore native trained by Calvin Ford,
is a stablemate of IBF Junior Lightweight Champion Gervonta
Davis.

In the opening bout of the telecast, Baltimore native Glenn
Dezurn (8-0, 6 KOs) takes on former amateur standout Leroy
Davila (5-0, 3 KOs), of New Brunswick, N.J., in an eight-round
matchup of undefeated super bantamweights.

Tickets  for  the  event,  which  is  promoted  by  Greg  Cohen
Promotions and Banner Promotions in association with World of
Boxing and Uprising Promotions, are priced at $103, $73 and
$48 and can be purchased at Ticketmaster.com or by phone at
800.745.3000.

FINAL QUOTES:

DMITRY BIVOL:
“The plan was to become world champion in my first 10 fights.
We’re almost there.

“Clarkson is a big light heavyweight, but I have fought bigger
guys. This is a tough fight, but we were willing to take a
risk for this opportunity to fight on TV.

“I did have a transition from amateur to pros. The WSB helped
that transition and gave me experience. I’ve been able to
learn from fight to fight, and I’ve gained experience in each
fight.

“I’ve been trying to be more aggressive and control the pace
of the fight. I’m comfortable going forward and backward.

“We’ll feel out the power and timing in the beginning. I know



what people expect of me – they want the KO – and if the
opportunity comes I’ll try to finish him.

“Working at Wild Card has been a big difference. Training in
the  U.S.  is  completely  different.  In  Russia  it’s  mostly
amateurs, so you get used to the wrong style. Most of what
I’ve learned has been from sparring with pros here in the U.S.

“Clarkson usually comes forward. He seems uncomfortable moving
back.  We  think  we  can  use  our  advantages  to  cap  on  his
mistakes and get him out of his comfort zone.”

SAMUEL CLARKSON:
“I’m not an underdog. I’ve fought my way up here to this
position  and  the  winning  streak.  I  feel  like  I’ve  proven
myself to be here. My losses have helped me get to where I am.
I know I belong here.

“I’ve never been one to get knocked down and stay down. I’m
ready for whatever comes. The pressure isn’t on me. I just
need to do my thing.

“I’ve been in some wars. I know what it’s like to get knocked
down. He hasn’t been there before. I need to stand my ground.
I’m not backing up.

“I want to see what the hype is about. His whole career is my
winning streak.

“I’ve been sparring with top quality guys. I’m ready for this
fight. It’s a big opportunity and I don’t feel any pressure.

“He hasn’t been in wars like we have. It’s hard when you face
a guy like me that isn’t afraid of you. He’s one dimensional.
We want to make him as uncomfortable as possible.

“We’re coming to take his belt. He’s going to have to stop us
from taking it. He’s never faced anyone like me – a really
fast fighter with a lot of power.”



CARLOS SOTO:
“I’ll do whatever it takes. If I have to come forward, I’ll
come forward. If I have to box, I’ll box.

“Hawkins a smart fighter, fast, tall. He likes to fight at a
distance. I need to pressure him to win the fight.

“I’ve faced fighters as tall as him before. This isn’t new for
me.

“I’ve only been in the U.S. once before, and I’ve never fought
here. I need to take advantage of this experience.

“My goal is to go for it. I want to be the best in my weight
class. Everything starts now for me.”

MALIK HAWKINS:
“I grew up with Gervonta (Davis). I saw him win the title,
I’ve seen his success, and now it’s my turn. It’s been great
motivation for me. For him to become a champion motivated me
even more.

“We’ve sparred 1,000’s of rounds with Gervonta. We’ve been in
there with the champ and know it’s our time.

“We’re here to prove we’re ready. We don’t want to take any
shortcuts.  We’re  taking  this  one  fight  at  a  time.  We’re
building and building.

“I’m tall, but I have an inside game. I fight inside better
than a short fighter.

“People don’t want to take the chance to fight me. Credit to
Soto for taking the fight, but he’s going to learn the hard
way why no one wants to fight me.”

LEROY DAVILA

“We knew this was coming some day and now it’s here. We know
all about Dezurn. He’s the perfect opponent for us. We know



can break him down.

“When I didn’t make the Olympic team, I got right over it. But
I wasn’t sure I was going to turn pro. I have a family to take
care of and I can’t let anything distract me from being a
father. But now I’m 5-0 and fighting on national TV. This is
the moment I’ve been waiting for.

“Dezurn is an aggressive and has a lot of heart, but I’m not
worried about him. I need to focus on myself.

“A win puts me in the conversation with the other up-and-
coming fighters. A win could really change my career.”

GLENN DEZURN:

“Sparring with my wife helps me. She hits like a dude. She’s
taught me a lot – she taught me discipline. We push each other
in the gym; we make each other better fighters.

“If you can make an adjustment with a sharp female woman,
there’s no reason you can’t do it with a man.

“I like to break down my opponents. I become aggressive when I
see a weakness.

“I’m ready to fight. I’m ready to get in there. I worked hard
and now it’s time to have fun.

“I  sparred  with  Rau’Shee  (Warren)  for  this  fight.  He  has
tremendous talent. He’s an inspiration for me. We also sparred
with  Vasyl  Lomachenko  for  this  fight.  You  have  to  be
physically  and  mentally  in  shape  to  fight  him.”

# # #

For  more  information  visit  www.sho.com/sports  follow  on
Twitter @ShowtimeBoxing, @SHOSports, and @GCPBoxing or become
a  fan  on  Facebook  at  www.Facebook.com/SHOSports,
www.facebook.com/GCPBoxing/  and



www.facebook.com/BannerPromotions/.

About ShoBox: The New Generation
Since its inception in July 2001, the critically acclaimed
SHOWTIME  boxing  series,  ShoBox:  The  New  Generation  has
featured young talent matched tough. The ShoBox philosophy is
to televise exciting, crowd-pleasing and competitive matches
while  providing  a  proving  ground  for  willing  prospects
determined to fight for a world title. Some of the growing
list  of  the  68  fighters  who  have  appeared  on  ShoBox  and
advanced to garner world titles includes: Andre Ward, Deontay
Wilder, Erislandy Lara, Shawn Porter, Gary Russell Jr., Lamont
Peterson, Guillermo Rigondeaux, Omar Figueroa, Nonito Donaire,
Devon Alexander, Carl Froch, Robert Guerrero, Timothy Bradley,
Jessie  Vargas,  Juan  Manuel  Lopez,  Chad  Dawson,  Paulie
Malignaggi,  Ricky  Hatton,  Kelly  Pavlik,  Paul  Williams  and
more.

About MGM National Harbor
The  newest  addition  to  the  MGM  Resorts  International
(NYSE:MGM) portfolio, MGM National Harbor has an unrivaled
setting offering stunning panoramic views of the eastern shore
of the Potomac River in Maryland. The $1.4 billion LEED® Gold
Certified resort, which opened December 8, 2016, sits a short
distance  from  Washington,  D.C.  to  the  north  and  historic
sites,  including  George  Washington’s  Mount  Vernon  estate
across the river in Virginia. The 24-story, 308-room resort
features premier amenities and experiences for locals as well
as visitors from around the world including a dynamic casino
with over 125,000 square feet of space that includes slots,
table  games  and  poker;  a  world-class  spa  and  salon;  an
entertainment theater with flexible seating for up to 3,000;
high-end branded retail; 50,000 square feet of meeting space;
and  restaurants  from  renowned  local,  national  and
international  chefs.  For  more  information,  visit
mgmnationalharbor.com or follow on Facebook and Twitter.


