
RUBEN  VILLA  VS.  ALEXEI
COLLADO  OFFICIAL  WEIGHTS,
QUOTES AND PHOTOS FOR SHOBOX:
THE  NEW  GENERATION  TOMORROW
LIVE ON SHOWTIME®
SHREVEPORT, LA. – January 30, 2020 – Undefeated featherweight
prospect Ruben Villa and hard-hitting KO artist Alexei Collado
(pictured above) both made weight a day before their ShoBox:
The New Generation main event on Friday, January 31 live on
SHOWTIME (10 p.m. ET/PT) from George’s Pond at Hirsch Coliseum
in Shreveport, La.

The former two-time Junior Olympic National Champion Villa
(17-0, 5 KOs) of Salinas, Calif., will make his fourth ShoBox:
The New Generation appearance in just over a year as he faces
Cuba’s Collado (25-2, 22 KOs) in a 10-round 126-pound bout.
Undefeated Ukrainian and 2012 Olympic Bronze medalist Taras
Shelestyuk (17-0, 10 KOs) meets Argentina’s Luis Alberto Veron
(18-1-2, 9 KOs) in a 10-round welterweight matchup in the co-
featured bout. In the telecast opener, ShoBox veteran Zhora
Hamazaryan (9-1-1, 6 KOs) from Armenia has moved over to the
“A” side and will face new opponent Uganda’s Sulaiman Segawa
(12-2, 3 KOs) who replaces Jerry Perez, who fell out of the
fight earlier in the week because of the flu. The lightweight
bout is scheduled for eight rounds.

The event is promoted by Banner Promotions, Thompson Boxing
and  Bishop  Promotions  LLC.  Tickets  can  be  purchased  at
www.Bishoppromotions.com and prices are $20-$100.

Hall  of  Famer  Barry  Tompkins  will  call  the  action  from
ringside with fellow Hall of Famer Steve Farhood and former
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world champion Raul Marquez serving as expert analysts. The
executive  producer  is  Gordon  Hall  with  Richard  Gaughan
producing and Rick Phillips directing.

FINAL WEIGHTS, REFEREES AND JUDGES

Featherweight 10-Round Bout
Ruben Villa – 125 ¾ lbs.
Alexei Collado – 125 lbs.
Referee:  Mark  Nelson  (Minnesota);  Judges:  Keith  Thibadeaux
(Houma, La.), Pat Dayton (Monroe, La.), Micky Lofton (Monroe,
La.)

Welterweight 10-Round Bout
Taras Shelestyuk – 146 ¾ lbs.
Luis Alberto Veron – 146 ¼ lbs.
Referee: Keith Hughes (Mississippi); Judges: Keith Thibadeaux
(Houma, La.), Pat Dayton (Monroe, La.), Todd Singletary (Baton
Rouge, La.)

Lightweight 8-Round Bout
Zhora Hamazaryan – 136 ½ lbs.*
Sulaiman Segawa – 135 lbs.
*Initially missed weight, but was allowed to re-weigh and
after one hour made weight.
Referee:  Mark  Nelson  (Minnesota);  Judges:  Keith  Thibadeaux
(Houma, La.), Pat Dayton (Monroe, La.), Todd Singletary (Baton
Rouge, La.)

FINAL QUOTES:

RUBEN VILLA:

“I said in the past it will be one year till I fight for a
world title and I think that’s still true.

“I’m ready and can’t wait to display my talents. I’m on ShoBox
again and a main event. I want to look good and get the win,
so it’s No. 2 on my list to get the stoppage. Getting the win



is most important.

“I know there are some boxing fans who appreciate what I do.
As far as me being concerned about what others think of me, I
don’t care. We work on footwork every day, religiously. Every
day for 45 minutes. That’s our priority.

“I’m not running away from anyone in there. I’m progressing
and still an exciting fighter.

“I know I look relaxed out here, but I’m locked in. Once I
finish all of my interviews I’m back and locked in. The fun
starts now because I get to eat.”

ALEXEI COLLADO:

“The last time I fought on ShoBox I was undefeated and weight
was an issue because I’m not a 135-pound fighter.

“I know how Villa fights: Box, box, box. I have to be smart
and we have our game plan. No one has been able to figure him
out yet, but we will see. He’s in for a test, and I have the
experience.

“The hunger is still there and I have to do this for my
family. Because they have supported me and are behind me.

“I come from the Cuban school of boxing which is hit and don’t
get hit. I want the knockout. We’re on T.V. so we need to be
impressive.”

TARAS SHELESTYUK:

“I  fought  on  ShoBox  in  the  past  but  I  think  I’m  more
experienced now and had never fought 10 rounds before that. I
think I’m mentally stronger.

“I’ve lived in Los Angeles since 2013 when I turned pro. I
know I’ve been inactive but it won’t affect me. I’m 34-years-
old and now I’m looking for the next big fight, the Keith



Thurmans or the Kell Brooks. I want to be back in the mix at
147 pounds so it’s of course important that I look good and
I’m looking forward to showing that Friday night.

“I’ve had a long layoff, 22 months. But I’ve always been
training. It’s a variety of reasons I was out of the ring.
Sometimes the opponent just falls out.

“I’m so excited to be back on ShoBox. Most of the great
champions have fought on ShoBox. I have had a goal since a
very young age to be the world champion. I feel my body has
served me well over the years.

“Bobby Benton will be in my corner, as well as my brother
Bogdan Shelestyuk.”

LUIS ALBERTO VERON:

“I fought just 12 days ago in Argentina so I’m definitely
ready for this battle.

“I know I have to correct some mistakes I’ve made in the ring
recently, and we went right back to the gym and did that.

“In my mind I’m always thinking about winning and I’m always
looking for the victory.

“This is my debut in the United States and I’ve fought 20
times in my native Argentina and one time in England. It’s
exciting being here, and I’m ready to put on a show. Don’t
miss it. It’s going to be fun giving him his first defeat.

“I have more confidence now that I see him face-to-face and
he’s not even as big as I thought or as big as me.

“I know I have to make a statement on Friday night. This is a
big step-up fight for me and so important for my career.”

ZHORA HAMAZARYAN:

“I did recently receive my degree in physical education back



in Armenia. Boxing is my life right now, but it’s good to have
something to fall back on.

“I have a new trainer now Edmund Tarverdyan and my training
camp was the best one ever. He was the Armenian National coach
and worked as the former trainer to Vic Darchinyan and Rhonda
Rousey. It’s been three months now and things are going great.

“I’m living full-time in Armenia but have applied for my Green
Card. ShoBox fans know me from the (Thomas) Mattice fights.
Not many agreed with the decision when I lost to him, but I’m
just looking to move forward and just looking ahead.

“My opponent is a strong fighter and a southpaw. I’ve fought
lots of them so I’ll be ready.

“I’m so excited to be back on ShoBox. It’s a dream come true.
I’ve been watching fights on T.V. since I was a kid.”

SULAIMAN SEGAWA:

“I just got called on Monday for this fight, but it’s great
and I’m ready.

“My style is unique and I have a ton of weapons. I’ve fought
stronger competition than he has and I know this is a fight I
can win.

“I haven’t watched my opponent’s past fights but my trainer
and my team has. They say he reminds them of my last few
opponents and comes forward.

“I’ve fought on short notice before so it’s nothing new. I’m
100 percent ready, and not just physically, but mentally. And
sometimes that’s even more important.

“I moved from Uganda to Maryland two years ago and I’ve come
to realize that boxing in the U.S. is war. You are under a lot
of pressure to win here. They hit to kill. You have to be
ready for everything.”



#
For  more  information  visit  www.sho.com/sports  follow  on
Twitter @ShowtimeBoxing, @SHOSports, #ShoBox, or become a fan
on Facebook at www.Facebook.com/SHOSports.

About ShoBox: The New Generation
Since its inception in July 2001, the critically acclaimed
SHOWTIME  boxing  series,  ShoBox:  The  New  Generation  has
featured young talent matched tough. The ShoBox philosophy is
to televise exciting, crowd-pleasing and competitive matches
while  providing  a  proving  ground  for  willing  prospects
determined to fight for a world title. Some of the growing
list  of  the  81  fighters  who  have  appeared  on  ShoBox  and
advanced to garner world titles includes: Errol Spence Jr.,
Andre Ward, Deontay Wilder, Erislandy Lara, Shawn Porter, Gary
Russell  Jr.,  Lamont  Peterson,  Guillermo  Rigondeaux,  Nonito
Donaire, Devon Alexander, Carl Froch, Robert Guerrero, Timothy
Bradley, Jessie Vargas, Juan Manuel Lopez, Chad Dawson, Paulie
Malignaggi,  Ricky  Hatton,  Kelly  Pavlik,  Paul  Williams  and
more.


