
Undefeated  Super
Bantamweights  Glenn  Dezurn
and Leroy Davila To Meet on
Friday, April 14 on ShoBox:
The Generation Tripleheader
NEW YORK (March 30, 2017) – Undefeated super bantamweight
prospect Glenn Dezurn will meet unbeaten two-time national
amateur  champion  Leroy  Davila  in  the  eight-round  telecast
opener of ShoBox: The New Generation on Friday, April 14 live
on SHOWTIME (10 p.m. ET/PT) from MGM National Harbor, Md.,
just outside Washington, D.C.

The  ShoBox  tripleheader  features  undefeated  former  Russian
amateur standout Dmitry Bivol (9-0, 7 KOs, 2-0 WSB) defending
his  interim  WBA  Light  Heavyweight  Title  against  Samuel
Clarkson (19-3, 12 KOs)in the main event and a matchup of
undefeated welterweights in the co-feature, Juan Ruiz (18-0,
11 KOs) and Malik Hawkins (10-0, 7 KOs) squaring off in an
eight-round bout.

Tickets for the event, which is co-promoted by Greg Cohen
Promotions and Banner Promotions in association with World of
Boxing and Uprising Promotions, are priced at $103, $73 and
$48 and can be purchased at Ticketmaster.com or by phone at
800-745-3000.

Dezurn,(8-0, 6 KOs), a high school three-sport star athlete
from Baltimore, Md. feels ready for his sternest test.

“I am really focused,” Dezum said. “I don’t put much thought
on who I’m fighting. I just concentrate on being the best I
can be on fight night. I go into the fight feeling that I am
the  underdog  because  nobody  knows  me.  I  see  that  as  an
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advantage. April 14th will be a big step up for me.”

The  29  year-old  will  be  facing  his  second  consecutive
undefeated opponent, is ready for the exposure that comes
along with fighting on a nationally televised card.

“This is a very prestigious stage, I’m usually on the other
side, watching, wanting to be there. Opening ShoBox for me
it’s a great honor. I’m not going to disappoint. I’ve been
staying focused because nothing is given. If you want results
you have to work hard.”

A win over Davila, it will not only raise Dezurn’s profile,
but it will also make him put him on a short list of super
bantamweight prospects to watch.

“A win does a lot. It puts me at a different level, to face
even better competition. It also shows me where I’m at-not
only to myself but also to the boxing fans. I am not a guy who
talks much. I am quiet guy who speaks in the ring, with
actions and a good performance. I just look at the task at
hand, and get it done.”

Davila (5-0, 3 KO’s), of New Brunswick, N.J., is a 2016 U.S.
Olympic alternate who is stepping up in weight and opposition.

“This is an amazing opportunity for me. I’m fighting a fellow
undefeated fighter and on television,” said the 28 year-old
Davila.

Despite not knowing much about his opponent, Davila has a good
idea of what he needs to do on fight night.

“I’ll be honest, I don’t know too much about Dezurn. I have
seen him fight once. He’s a good fighter. He can pressure, he
can step back and I noticed he’s a pretty good puncher. He’s a
solid opponent.”

Like Dezurn, Davila will be taking in his second consecutive
undefeated foe, and he knows that this could be a springboard



to big things.

“I think this is a great opportunity. I just can’t get too
caught  up  on  the  big  stage-on  this  being  on  television,
because at the end of the day, I step in that ring alone.
After April 14, the boxing world will know who Leroy Davila
is.”

Barry Tompkins will call the ShoBox action from ringside with
Steve Farhood and former world champion Raul Marquez serving
as expert analysts. The executive producer is Gordon Hall with
Rich Gaughan producing and Rick Phillips directing.

# # #

For  more  information  visit  www.sho.com/sports  follow  on
Twitter @ShowtimeBoxing, @SHOSports, and @GCPBoxing or become
a fan on Facebook at www.Facebook.com/SHOSports,
ww.facebook.com/GCPBoxing/  and
www.facebook.com/BannerPromotions/.

About ShoBox: The New Generation
Since its inception in July 2001, the critically acclaimed
SHOWTIME  boxing  series,  ShoBox:  The  New  Generation  has
featured young talent matched tough. The ShoBox philosophy is
to televise exciting, crowd-pleasing and competitive matches
while  providing  a  proving  ground  for  willing  prospects
determined to fight for a world title. Some of the growing
list  of  the  68  fighters  who  have  appeared  on  ShoBox  and
advanced to garner world titles includes: Andre Ward, Deontay
Wilder, Erislandy Lara, Shawn Porter, Gary Russell Jr., Lamont
Peterson, Guillermo Rigondeaux, Omar Figueroa, Nonito Donaire,
Devon Alexander, Carl Froch, Robert Guerrero, Timothy Bradley,
Jessie  Vargas,  Juan  Manuel  Lopez,  Chad  Dawson,  Paulie
Malignaggi,  Ricky  Hatton,  Kelly  Pavlik,  Paul  Williams  and
more.

About MGM National Harbor
The  newest  addition  to  the  MGM  Resorts  International



(NYSE:MGM) portfolio, MGM National Harbor has an unrivaled
setting offering stunning panoramic views of the eastern shore
of the Potomac River in Maryland. The $1.4 billion LEED® Gold
Certified resort, which opened December 8, 2016, sits a short
distance  from  Washington,  D.C.  to  the  north  and  historic
sites,  including  George  Washington’s  Mount  Vernon  estate
across the river in Virginia. The 24-story, 308-room resort
features premier amenities and experiences for locals as well
as visitors from around the world including a dynamic casino
with over 125,000 square feet of space that includes slots,
table  games  and  poker;  a  world-class  spa  and  salon;  an
entertainment theater with flexible seating for up to 3,000;
high-end branded retail; 50,000 square feet of meeting space;
and  restaurants  from  renowned  local,  national  and
international  chefs.  For  more  information,  visit
mgmnationalharbor.com or follow on Facebook and Twitter.

PHILLY  PROMOTER  ARTIE
PELULLO:  “FLANAGAN-PETROV
STEALS THE SHOW AND COULD BE
FIGHT OF THE YEAR!”
Philadelphia, PA / Manchester, UK (March 30, 2017)–Legendary
Philadelphia fight face Artie Pelullo lands in the UK early
next week confident of adding a 45th world champion to his
stellar CV.

The 61 year old Italian-American’s highly regarded lightweight
Petr Petrov (38-4-2) makes a mandatory challenge to home hero
‘Turbo Terry’ Flanagan, the undefeated WBO king, at Manchester
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Arena on Saturday week and he looks like being frantic. BT
Sport and BoxNation screen live in the UK.

Last  Wednesday,  Glynn  Evans  spoke  to  the  Philly-based
promoter.

It’s been extremely difficult to find any background info
regarding Petrov’s personality. Can you enlighten us?

I’ve  been  promoting  fighters  for  almost  30  years  now,
including 44 world champions and I have to say that Petr is
one of the nicer individuals I’ve come across; the type you’d
have over your house. He’s just married the girl he’d been
dating for a very long time. He’s a gentleman, a pleasure to
work with.

Psychologically, how will he cope performing before thousands
of baying Brits?

I’ve consistently gone on record as saying that the British
fight fans are terrific. You’ll recall I had dealings with
Ricky Hatton. They support their heroes like no other. But I
guarantee that the crowd will not adversely affect Petrov.

Being on the road is actually like being at home for him
because he’s never ever fought in Russia and hasn’t featured
in his adopted homeland of Spain for five years. He’s won all
six of his fights in the US and, before that, he competed in
Germany, Argentina and Montenegro. I guarantee that facing a
partisan crowd in Manchester will not affect his job. In fact,
it will energize him, excite him.

And I’ve no problem whatsoever with the officials in the UK.
Matter of fact, I won my first world title in Britain when
Otis Grant outpointed Ryan Rhodes in his hometown of Sheffield
for the vacant WBO Middleweight title way back in (December)
1997.

Before that, my fighter Tyrell Biggs was officially ahead on



the referee’s card before Gary Mason knocked him out on a
Mickey Duff show at the Royal Albert Hall (October 1989) and
John Thompson was up on the cards before Liam Smith put him to
bed at this very venue 18 months back. You always get a fair
shake with the Brits.

What are Petrov’s qualities as a fighter?

I discovered him during his involvement in the ESPN Boxcino
Lightweight tournament in early 2014 and, trust me, between
the ropes, he’s the real deal. You only have to watch his
tapes to appreciate that he’s relentless, smart, can box or
punch and he’s blessed with a very good eye. Petr has a real
understanding of what is going on in the ring at any given
moment and he can adopt accordingly. He gives a 110% effort
every time.

What is your assessment of champion Flanagan? What does Petrov
need to be mindful of?

I  was  ringside  the  night  Terry  Flanagan  hammered  Diego
Magdaleno in two rounds because John Thompson challenged Liam
Smith that night and what I saw was a very, very good fighter.
Terry’s a smart southpaw who’s very tough and keeps coming. No
doubt, he’ll be looking to extend his very impressive unbeaten
streak.

What course did you see the fight taking? What key factor will
determine the winner?

This fight steals the show and could well be Fight of the
Year, seriously. It’s that good a match up. Both Terry and
Petr are TV friendly and fan friendly. It’s gonna be great
theatre.

There’s no main factor that distinguishes one over the other.
It’ll be about how two fighters at the very top of their games
handle the pressure and stay with their game plan.



Tickets for April 8 priced £50, £70, £100, £150, £200, £300
and VIP £500 are available from eventim at www.eventim.co.uk
and  0844  249  1000  and  the  Manchester  Arena  at
www.manchester-arena.com  and  0844  847  8000.

SAMUEL CLARKSON IN ‘THE SHAPE
OF  HIS  LIFE’  FOR  TITLE
CHALLENGE  AGAINST  DMITRY
BIVOL  APRIL  14  LIVE  ON
SHOWTIME®  FROM  MGM  NATIONAL
HARBOR IN MARYLAND
NEW YORK (March 29, 2017) – Light heavyweight title challenger
Samuel Clarkson says he’s in the shape of his life for his
shot at Interim WBA Light Heavyweight Titlist Dmitry Bivol on
Friday, April 14, live on SHOWTIME.

Clarkson (19-3, 12 KOs) will face the undefeated Bivol (9-0, 7
KOs, 2-0 WSB) in the 12-round main event of a ShoBox: The New
Generation tripleheader (10 p.m. ET/PT) at MGM National Harbor
in National Harbor, Md., just outside of Washington, D.C. In
the co-feature, undefeated welterweight prospects Juan Ruiz
(18-0, 11 KOs) and Malik Hawkins (10-0, 7 KOs) will square off
in an eight-round bout.

NOTE: In a matchup that was confirmed on Wednesday as the
opening bout of the ShoBox telecast, Baltimore’s undefeated
Glenn Dezurn (8-0, 6 KOs) will face unbeaten two-time national
amateur champion Leroy Davila (5-0, 3 KOs), of New Brunswick,
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N.J., in an eight-round super bantamweight bout.

Tickets for the event, which is co-promoted by Greg Cohen
Promotions and Banner Promotions in association with World of
Boxing and Uprising Promotions, are priced at $103, $73 and
$48 and can be purchased at www.TicketMaster.com.

“I upped intensity 1000 times for this camp,” said Clarkson.
“I had better sparring, did more miles running and way more
rounds doing bag work. Everything I’ve done has been intense
and we added a lot more into it.”

Clarkson did half his training in his home state of Texas and
the second half in Brooklyn, where he has sparred with some
well-known names.

“I’ve been working with guys like Sean Monaghan and Joe Smith
Jr. I’ve had over 110 rounds of sparring since coming to
Brooklyn. I wanted to push my sparring to the max. I’m not
saying  there  isn’t  competition  in  Dallas,  but  I  wanted
different looks and to be out of my comfort zone. I got what I
was looking for here.”

Clarkson says he can tell he’s in the shape of his life for
this fight.

“I’m seeing new muscles,” said Clarkson, who has won nine
straight fights. “The power was already there, but my speed is
great now too. I will most definitely come in under weight.
We’ve put a lot of focus on weight this time. The goal is to
eat breakfast before weighing in. I have kept on a very strict
diet – my dad cooks everything and we’re eating right.

“I’m ready for war. I’m not afraid of this guy. I’m ready to
fight.”

Barry Tompkins will call the ShoBox action from ringside with
Steve Farhood and former world champion Raul Marquez serving
as expert analysts. The executive producer is Gordon Hall with



Rich Gaughan producing and Rick Phillips directing.

# # #

For  more  information  visit  www.sho.com/sports  follow  on
Twitter @ShowtimeBoxing, @SHOSports, and @GCPBoxing or become
a fan on Facebook at www.Facebook.com/SHOSports,
ww.facebook.com/GCPBoxing/  and
www.facebook.com/BannerPromotions/.

About ShoBox: The New Generation
Since its inception in July 2001, the critically acclaimed
SHOWTIME  boxing  series,  ShoBox:  The  New  Generation  has
featured young talent matched tough. The ShoBox philosophy is
to televise exciting, crowd-pleasing and competitive matches
while  providing  a  proving  ground  for  willing  prospects
determined to fight for a world title. Some of the growing
list  of  the  68  fighters  who  have  appeared  on  ShoBox  and
advanced to garner world titles includes: Andre Ward, Deontay
Wilder, Erislandy Lara, Shawn Porter, Gary Russell Jr., Lamont
Peterson, Guillermo Rigondeaux, Omar Figueroa, Nonito Donaire,
Devon Alexander, Carl Froch, Robert Guerrero, Timothy Bradley,
Jessie  Vargas,  Juan  Manuel  Lopez,  Chad  Dawson,  Paulie
Malignaggi,  Ricky  Hatton,  Kelly  Pavlik,  Paul  Williams  and
more.

Birthday  Boy  Petr  Petrov
finishing up training camp in
Madrid, Spain as he prepares
Madrid  Spain  (March  28,  2017)–WBO  Lightweight  world  title
challenger arrived in his hometown of Madrid, Spain to finish
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up  preparations  for  his  April  8th  world  title  bout  with
undefeated world champion Terry Flanagen at the Manchester
Arena in Manchester, England.

Petrov arrived Sunday, and has been hard at work with head
trainer Danny Zamora. To prove that Petrov is clearly only
focused on winning this world title,, he put in two hard
workout’s  on  Tuesday,  which  just  happens  to  be  his  34th
birthday.

“I am so focused and I can’t wait for this fight,” said
Petrov. “There is no time for parties and cake now. That will
come after the fight, as I will have plenty of reasons to
celebrate, one would be my birthday and the other will be for
winning the world championship.”

Petrov will continue to train in his homeland until he leaves
for  Manchester  early  next  week.  Petrov  finished  up  the
California leg of his training camp this past Friday before
leaving for Madrid.
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Heralded  Prospects  Ruben
Villa & Michael Dutchover to
make  East  Coast-debut’s  on
Friday, April 14th at The MGM
National Harbor in Oxon Hill,
Maryland
Oxon  Hill,  Md.  (March  28,  2017)  -Highly  regarded  and
undefeated prospects, Ruben Villa and Michael Dutchover will
make their East Coast debuts as part of the non-televised
undercard before a championship tripleheader on Friday night,

https://www.abramsboxing.com/birthday-boy-petr-petrov-finishing-training-camp-madrid-spain-prepares/img_6363/
https://www.abramsboxing.com/birthday-boy-petr-petrov-finishing-training-camp-madrid-spain-prepares/img_8496/
https://www.abramsboxing.com/heralded-prospects-ruben-villa-michael-dutchover-make-east-coast-debuts-friday-april-14th-mgm-national-harbor-oxon-hill-maryland/
https://www.abramsboxing.com/heralded-prospects-ruben-villa-michael-dutchover-make-east-coast-debuts-friday-april-14th-mgm-national-harbor-oxon-hill-maryland/
https://www.abramsboxing.com/heralded-prospects-ruben-villa-michael-dutchover-make-east-coast-debuts-friday-april-14th-mgm-national-harbor-oxon-hill-maryland/
https://www.abramsboxing.com/heralded-prospects-ruben-villa-michael-dutchover-make-east-coast-debuts-friday-april-14th-mgm-national-harbor-oxon-hill-maryland/
https://www.abramsboxing.com/heralded-prospects-ruben-villa-michael-dutchover-make-east-coast-debuts-friday-april-14th-mgm-national-harbor-oxon-hill-maryland/
https://www.abramsboxing.com/heralded-prospects-ruben-villa-michael-dutchover-make-east-coast-debuts-friday-april-14th-mgm-national-harbor-oxon-hill-maryland/


April 14th at the MGM National Harbor in Oxon Hill, Maryland.

Villa and Dutchover will fight on the non-televised undercard
portion of an event that features the live SHOWTIME telecast
of undefeated Dmitry Bivol defending his interim WBA Light
Heavyweight title against Samuel Clarkson in the 12-round main
event of a ShoBox: The New Generation tripleheader (10 p.m.
ET/PT).  In  the  co-feature,  unbeaten  welterweight  prospects
Juan Ruiz and Malik Hawkins will square off in an eight-round
bout, and Baltimore’s undefeated featherweight Glenn Dezurn
will open the telecast.

Tickets for the event, which is co-promoted by Greg Cohen
Promotions and Banner Promotions in association with World of
Boxing and Uprising Promotions, are priced at $103, $73 and
$48 and can be purchased at www.TicketMaster.com.

Villa of Salinas, California will see action in a six-round
featherweight  bout,  while  Dutchover  of  Santa  Fe  Springs,
California will compete in a six -round junior lightweight
contest.

Villa has a record of 4-0 with two knockouts and will be
looking to continue his winning ways on April 14th.

The two-time National Golden Glove winner, turned professional
on July 29th with a 1st round stoppage over Gerardo Molina,
and his young career has been highlighted by a four-round
unanimous  decision  over  previously  undefeated  Aaron  Lopez
(4-0).

The 19 year-old Villa had a steller amateur career, which
consisted of the aforementioned Golden Gloves wins, but also
he was a champion of the Desert Showdown, National PAL, Silver
Gloves  and  two-time  National  Silver  Gloves  champion.  He
finished 2nd in the 2015 Olympic Trials and finished up his
amateur career with an astonishing 164-17 record. Ruben split
four amateur contests with eventual 2016 Olympic Silver medal
winner Shakur Stevenson.



“I am pretty excited to be on this card. I trained three weeks
in Big Bear, California. I have had great sparring, and this
has been a really good camp,’ said Villa.

“This is a real exciting opportunity. I am just going in there
and do what I do best, and look good in front of the East
Coast fans.”

“I have been working very hard, I have been working with a new
coach named Max Garcia to go along with my head trainer Danny
Zamora, and I feel real strong.”

Dutchover, 19 years-old was 130-17 as an amateur and was a
runner up in the 2016 National Golden Gloves tournament at 132
pounds.

Dutchover began his career by stopping previously undefeated
Cesar Partida in three rounds on October 21st . He has stopped
all three of his opponents, which includes a devastating 1st
round stoppage over Jose Mora on February 10th.

“I am excited for this opportunity to fight on the East Coast.
I  am  looking  forward  to  showing  my  skill  set  to  a  new
audience,” said Dutchover.

“This is my first big card where there will be a world title
on the card and I will be prepared more then I ever have. I am
in great condition and I am ready to show my talent on the
other side of the country.”

“It is most important that I get this win, and if I can get my
4th straight knockout, that would be great. I am just looking
to set up my shots and put on a great performance.”

“We are really looking forward to showcasing these two fine
young  fighters  on  April  14th,”  said  Banner  Promotions
President,  Arthur  Pelullo.

“They  have  thrilled  fans  in  California  over  their  first
handful of fights, and now fans on the East Coast will get to



see why we are very high on Ruben and Michael. Fighting in
different parts of the country will help raise their profiles,
and we expect them to have terrific performances on April
14th.”

Villa and Dutchover are promoted by Banner Promotions and
Thompson Boxing.

Barry Tompkins will call the ShoBox action from ringside with
Steve Farhood and former world champion Raul Marquez serving
as expert analysts. The executive producer is Gordon Hall with
Rich Gaughan producing and Rick Phillips directing.

# # #

For  more  information  visit  www.sho.com/sports  follow  on
Twitter @ShowtimeBoxing, @SHOSports, and @GCPBoxing or become
a  fan  on  Facebook  at  www.Facebook.com/SHOSports,
www.facebook.com/GCPBoxing/  and
www.facebook.com/BannerPromotions/.

HASIM  RAHMAN  JR.  PRO  DEBUT
MOVED TO FRIDAY, APRIL 14 MGM
NATIONAL HARBOR IN OXON HILL,
MD
Oxon Hill, Md. (March 27, 2017) – When promoter Greg Cohen
announced he had finalized arrangements for his next event,
the decision to delay his promising heavyweight hopeful, Hasim
Rahman Jr.’s, professional boxing debut two more weeks became
an easy one.
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Originally  scheduled  to  turn  professional  on  March  23,
Baltimore native Rahman will now have his first four-round
fight in front of a huge contingent of hometown family and
friends on Friday, April 14, at MGM National Harbor in Oxon
Hill, Md.

Rahman will face Kansas City’s Brian Imes (1-4, 1 KO) on the
non-televised undercard portion of an event that features the
live telecast of undefeated Dmitry Bivol defending his interim
WBA Light Heavyweight title against Samuel Clarkson in the 12-
round main event of a ShoBox: The New Generation tripleheader
(10  p.m.  ET/PT).  In  the  co-feature,  unbeaten  welterweight
prospects Juan Ruiz and Malik Hawkins will square off in an
eight-round  bout,  and  Baltimore’s  undefeated  featherweight
Glenn Dezurn will open the telecast.

Tickets for the event, which is co-promoted by Greg Cohen
Promotions and Banner Promotions in association with World of
Boxing and Uprising Promotions, are priced at $103, $73 and
$48 and can be purchased at www.TicketMaster.com.

“You only get one pro debut, so when Greg announced this show,
he and I thought it would be a great idea for me to turn pro
on this show instead, in front of my hometown friends and
family,” explained Rahman.

The 25-year-old, son of Hasim “The Rock” Rahman, who famously
knocked out Lennox Lewis in April 2001 to win the WBC and IBF
Heavyweight Championships, says to being at home is a very
important part of his mission.

“I’m doing this for my family and my friends and my city, so I
think  I  should  start  right  in  front  of  them,”  Rahman
continued. “And someday I’ll bring them back the heavyweight
championship. I can’t wait to fight on the same show as my
brother with all my loved ones watching. It’s going to be a
very big night.”

“We didn’t get the final word we were doing the Maryland show



until a few days ago,” said Greg Cohen. “But once we knew it
was happening, we couldn’t pass up the opportunity to let
Hasim Jr. turn pro at home. It just worked out perfectly.”

Barry Tompkins will call the ShoBox action from ringside with
Steve Farhood and former world champion Raul Marquez serving
as expert analysts. The executive producer is Gordon Hall with
Rich Gaughan producing and Rick Phillips directing.

# # #

For  more  information  visit  www.sho.com/sports  follow  on
Twitter @ShowtimeBoxing, @SHOSports, and @GCPBoxing or become
a  fan  on  Facebook  at  www.Facebook.com/SHOSports,
www.facebook.com/GCPBoxing/  and
www.facebook.com/BannerPromotions/.

UNDEFEATED  DMITRY  BIVOL  TO
DEFEND  INTERIM  WBA  LIGHT
HEAVYWEIGHT  TITLE  AGAINST
SAMUEL  CLARKSON  ON  FRIDAY,
APRIL 14 IN THE MAIN EVENT OF
SHOBOX: THE NEW GENERATION
NEW YORK (March 21, 2017) – Undefeated former Russian amateur
standout  Dmitry  Bivol  will  defend  his  Interim  WBA  Light
Heavyweight Title against Samuel Clarkson in the 12-round main
event of ShoBox: The New Generation on Friday, April 14 live
on SHOWTIME (10 p.m. ET/PT) at MGM National Harbor in National
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Harbor, Md., j just outside of Washington, D.C.

Known for his aggressive style, Bivol (9-0, 7 KOs, 2-0 WSB)
was a prominent amateur who is now determined to make his mark
in one of boxing’s toughest weight classes. Clarkson (19-3, 12
KOs), of Cedar Hill, Texas, has won his last nine fights in a
row and will make his third appearance on ShoBox.

In a co-featured matchup of undefeated welterweight prospects,
former amateur standouts Juan Ruiz (18-0, 11 KOs) and Malik
Hawkins (10-0, 7 KOs) will square off in an eight-round 147-
pound bout.

In the telecast opener, Baltimore featherweight Glenn Dezurn
(8-0, 6 KOs), who is trained by the renowned Barry Hunter,
will take on an opponent to be named in an eight-round bout.

Tickets  for  the  event,  which  is  promoted  by  Greg  Cohen
Promotions and Banner Promotions in association with World of
Boxing and Uprising Promotions, are priced at $103, $73 and
$48 and can be purchased at Ticketmaster.com or by phone at
800.745.3000.

Dmitry Bivol vs. Samuel Clarkson – 12 Round Light Heavyweight
Bout:
Bivol, who compiled an impressive amateur record of 285-15, is
looking to break through in a division which features the
likes of Adonis Stevenson, Andre Ward, Sergey Kovalev and
Badou  Jack.  Last  May  in  Moscow,  the  26-year-old  won  the
Interim  WBA  Light  Heavyweight  Title  in  only  his  seventh
professional fight with a unanimous decision over previously
undefeated Felix Valera.

Bivol  has  since  won  twice,  both  times  on  Russian  soil,
including  a  fourth-round  knockout  of  Robert  Berridge  in
defense of his interim belt.

“I am very glad that this will be my first fight televised in
the U.S.,” said Bivol, who is fighting for the third time in



America. “It’s great that this is main event because that
motivates me. Clarkson is a good defensive fighter. He can be
aggressive and I expect this to be a tough fight. I look
forward to introducing myself to American fans with a great
performance, and I plan to defend my title with an exciting
victory.”

Clarkson has registered nine consecutive victories following a
loss to the current unbeaten Jesse Hart (21-0). Clarkson moved
up in weight to beat Cedric Agnew (27-1) in February 2015, and
has ShoBox knockout wins over Jerry Odom (13-1) in July 2015
and Lavarn Harvell (15-1) in October 2015.

“This is a huge opportunity to prove my abilities to the
world,” Clarkson said. “Bivol is a crafty fighter from Russia
and  had  a  very  impressive  amateur  career,  mostly  at  165
pounds. He’s a good fighter and I definitely have to bring my
A-game.

“I’m ready for the challenge because I do really well against
European fighters. European fighters are slow and come forward
a lot, and they’re not big on head movement. We are working
hard and have a lot of guys in the gym who fight with a
similar style. By fight time I’ll be ready for anything he
has.

“I had to make up my mind if I wanted to be the lion or the
lamb  and,  in  the  end,  I  decided  I  don’t  like  losing.  I
rededicated myself and now I can’t be stopped.”

Juan Ruiz vs. Malik Hawkins – Eight-Round Welterweight Bout:
The son of a former fighter, Ruiz is originally from Venezuela
and fights out of Baja California, Mexico. He lost just eight
times in 220 amateur fights, was a six-time Venezuela national
champion and was part of the Venezuelan National Team. The
undefeated Ruiz has won via knockout in seven of his last nine
fights.

“This is a golden ticket for me to show what I’m capable of,”



Ruiz said. “I will do my best to give the fans watching on TV
and those attending the fight the best show possible.”

The  21-year-old  Baltimore-resident  Hawkins  was  92-8  as  an
amateur  and  shares  the  same  trainer  –  Calvin  Ford  –  as
stablemate and IBF Junior Lightweight Champion Gervonta Davis.
Hawkins,  who  was  the  2012  Bronze  Medalist  in  the  Junior
Olympics,  will  face  his  toughest  test  to  date  in  fellow
undefeated Juan Ruiz.

“This is a huge chance for me to showcase my skills and show I
belong among the best in the welterweight division,” Hawkins
said. “There’s nothing he can bring I haven’t seen, and I plan
on making him fight my fight.

“I get better when I fight talented fighters. To be honest,
nobody I have fought so far has brought out the best in me,
but I’m hoping that Ruiz does just that. A victory over him
would put me in position to fight the opponents I need to
fight to take that next step toward becoming a contender.”

Glenn Dezurn vs. TBD – Eight-Round Featherweight Bout:
The undefeated Dezurn, who was a three-sport star athlete in
high school, was an amateur standout who compiled an 87-7
record in the unpaid ranks under the tutelage of Barry Hunter.
The  Baltimore  native  is  married  to  female  boxer  and  U.S.
Olympic alternate Franchon Crews, who fought Claressa Shields
in the amateurs and in her pro debut.

Barry Tompkins will call the ShoBox action from ringside with
Steve Farhood and former world champion Raul Marquez serving
as expert analysts. The executive producer is Gordon Hall with
Rich Gaughan producing and Rick Phillips directing.

# # #

For  more  information  visit  www.sho.com/sports  follow  on
Twitter @ShowtimeBoxing, @SHOSports, and @GCPBoxing or become
a  fan  on  Facebook  at  www.Facebook.com/SHOSports,



www.facebook.com/GCPBoxing/  and
www.facebook.com/BannerPromotions/.

About ShoBox: The New Generation
Since its inception in July 2001, the critically acclaimed
SHOWTIME  boxing  series,  ShoBox:  The  New  Generation  has
featured young talent matched tough. The ShoBox philosophy is
to televise exciting, crowd-pleasing and competitive matches
while  providing  a  proving  ground  for  willing  prospects
determined to fight for a world title. Some of the growing
list  of  the  68  fighters  who  have  appeared  on  ShoBox  and
advanced to garner world titles includes: Andre Ward, Deontay
Wilder, Erislandy Lara, Shawn Porter, Gary Russell Jr., Lamont
Peterson, Guillermo Rigondeaux, Omar Figueroa, Nonito Donaire,
Devon Alexander, Carl Froch, Robert Guerrero, Timothy Bradley,
Jessie  Vargas,  Juan  Manuel  Lopez,  Chad  Dawson,  Paulie
Malignaggi,  Ricky  Hatton,  Kelly  Pavlik,  Paul  Williams  and
more.

About MGM National Harbor
The  newest  addition  to  the  MGM  Resorts  International
(NYSE:MGM) portfolio, MGM National Harbor has an unrivaled
setting offering stunning panoramic views of the eastern shore
of the Potomac River in Maryland. The $1.4 billion LEED® Gold
Certified resort, which opened December 8, 2016, sits a short
distance  from  Washington,  D.C.  to  the  north  and  historic
sites,  including  George  Washington’s  Mount  Vernon  estate
across the river in Virginia. The 24-story, 308-room resort
features premier amenities and experiences for locals as well
as visitors from around the world including a dynamic casino
with over 125,000 square feet of space that includes slots,
table  games  and  poker;  a  world-class  spa  and  salon;  an
entertainment theater with flexible seating for up to 3,000;
high-end branded retail; 50,000 square feet of meeting space;
and  restaurants  from  renowned  local,  national  and
international  chefs.  For  more  information,  visit
mgmnationalharbor.com or follow on Facebook and Twitter.



New  WBA  Junior  Middleweight
champion  Demetrius  Andrade
shows championship work rate
in  title  winning  effort
against Jack Culcay
Philadelphia,  PA/Bronx,  NY/Providence,  RI  (March  13,
2017)–Newly crowned WBA Junior Middleweight champion Demetrius
Andrade threw a staggering 953 punches according to Compubox,
in  his  title  win  over  Jack  Culcay  this  past  Saturday  in
Ludwigshafen, Germany.

Andrade, who many regard as the most talented fighter in the
154 pound division, showed his versatility as divvied up his
punch output nicely between jabs and power punches by throwing
519 power punches and 434 jabs.

The junior middleweight average is 684 punches per 12 rounds.

Andrade saved his best work for the home stretch when he threw
91 and 92 punches respectively in the Championship (11th and
12th) rounds. In round 11, he connected on a fight best 40
punches. Andrade outlanded Culcay in 11 of the 12 rounds.

Andrade of Providence, Rhode Island became a two-time champion
with a split decision over Culcay be scores of 116-112 twice
and 115-114 for Culcay.

“Demetrius showed what a true world champion is supposed to
do.  He  traveled  to  Germany  and  took  the  title  from  the
champion. Now we will look towards the future, and there are
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many desirable fights out there. There are the champions like
Erislandy Lara, Jarrett Hurd and the Charlo /Hatley winner. Of
course  the  big  names  in  the  room  are  Canelo  Alvarez  and
Gennady Golovkin. Those are fights that we would love to make
and Demetrius wants them as well. Demetrius will defend his
title with pride, and we will look to get him in the most
meaningful fights,” said Banner Promotions President, Artie
Pelullo.

Demetrius  Andrade  wins  WBA
Junior  Middleweight  title
with split decision over Jack
Culcay
Ludwigshafen,  Germany  (March  11,  2017)–Demetrius  Andrade
walked into the lions den and came out of it a two-time world
champion with a 12-round split decision to capture the WBA
Junior Middleweight world title over defending champion Jack
Culcay in Ludwigshafen, Germany.

Andrade was the superior boxer, who controlled the bout with
his combination punching as he worked the body and then came
upstairs to the head of Culcay. Andrade kept a solid distance
with his jab, that thwarted Culcay’s oncoming rushes. It was a
tough grueling battle as Culcay (22-2, 11 KO’s) tried to bull
his way in, had some, but little success and, Andrade was
consistently finishing off the exchanges with the prominent
punches.

The fight had entertaining exchanges throughout, but it was
the workrate of Andrade that was the difference to the tune of
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116-112 twice while Culcay took a card 115-114.

“I thought I did everything that I needed to do. I came to
Germany and took the title,”said Andrade. “Culcay came like a
champion, but I was the better man. I outlanded him and I came
out with the victory.”

Andrade (24-0, 16 KO’s) of Providence, Rhode Island is now a
2-time world champion as he adds the WBA belt to his trophy
case.

“It feels great. It was a great opportunity to come over here.
I never lost my other belt in the ring, so it feels like “And
still, and the New, and still undefeated” world champion”

“I just want to fight the best. Line them up, and I will knock
all the champions down.”

With the title, Andrade will look to come back to the United
States and defend his crown. I just want to thank my whole
team, everyone in Providence, New England, Matrix Aerospace,
SNAC, Everlast, and my promoters. ”

https://www.abramsboxing.com/img_4391/
https://www.abramsboxing.com/img_4385/


Jack  Culcay  153.2  lbs  –
Demetrius Andrade 153.4 lbs
Ludwigshafen, Germany (March 10, 2017)–WBA junior middleweight
world  champion  Jack  Culcay  weighed  in  at  153.2  lbs  while
mandatory challenger and undefeated Demetrius Andrade weighed
in at 153.4 lbs at Friday’s weigh in for their championship
bout that takes place on Saturday in Ludwigshafen, Germany
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